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Verified Beef Production (VBP) is Canada's on-farm food safety
program for beef – a dynamic program to uphold consumer
confidence in the sound practices of this country's beef producers.
Canada's beef producers already have a reputation for acting responsibly, but VBP
takes that to a new level. Grass-roots driven and industry-led, the program is part of a
broad effort by Canada's food providers to ensure on-farm food safety.

Newfoundland & Labrador

Why does the industry want this program? Customers of Canadian beef buy because
Canada is a safe and wholesome source they can trust. But in order to maintain this
trust, there must be improvement in each sector and food safety is top of mind. The
VBP program is the cattle industry’s sanctioned practices so we do our part. It has
undergone two Technical Reviews by CFIA and the good news is that the
recommended practices are practical, affordable and achievable.

Ph: (902) 368-2229
Email:
vbp@peicattleproducers.com
New Brunswick
Ph: (902) 368-2229
Email:
vbp@peicattleproducers.com

The VBP program covers standard procedures for
animal health, medicated feed, check for
withdrawal times before shipping, and pesticides/
manure. It also covers basic training so people
know what they are supposed to do, and what to do
if something goes wrong. All that is required is
attendance at a workshop or the alternative on-line
training version, which is easy to do over dial-up
connections.

Nova Scotia
Ph: (902) 368-2229
Email:
vbp@peicattleproducers.com
Website address:
Local
www.peicattleproducers.com
National
www.verifiedbeef.org
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Following label instructions for
animal health products helps
demonstrate responsible practices.

After taking a workshop, producers apply the
practices that make sense for their operations.
There are some record keeping components that
provide proof of practice, with sample forms also available. The most common
comment received is that the program is easy to apply and understand.
Some producers choose the optional validation audit, where a cattle operation can
become officially recognized as conforming
with the program and promoting that aspect to
their customers. Either way, Canada’s beef
industry benefits from this participation and the
next customers in the chain are keenly
supportive of what we can do.

National message continued …..
National participation grows
VBP participation has grown to over 15,400 cattle operations taking a workshop, including over 750 taking the online
version. Using a weighted average, the percent of production from VBPtrained operations is now 55-60% of beef production. The program is
reaching a threshold of participation to augment use of VBP within Canadian
Beef Advantage market promotions. Our international competitors use similar
data in their advertising.
Due to the large size of the beef cattle sector, producer training is the primary
goal. Preparing over 80,000 producers to implement an on-farm food safety
program has meant the beef industry continues to support feasible delivery
systems in all regions. The adjacent graph demonstrates cumulative growth.
Atlantic VBP Workshops to Date - June, 2011
# workshops

# producers

NS

1

9

PEI

8

33

Nfld

1

26

NB

5

64

15

132

Totals

*Producers attending a VBP workshop may be
eligible for partial equipment purchase
assistance and other eligible expenses. Check
with your provincial Department of Agriculture
to find out more information for your province.

Some producers are identifying VBP as part of the future where industry begins to differentiate its products. A side
benefit of the VBP program reported by many cattle operations has been improved use of animal health products and
family communication. People know what they are supposed to do and are comfortable doing so. Recording the basic
information in the VBP sample records or pocket book helps achieve this.
The VBP program was developed by cattle producers – for cattle producers.
Whether the cattle operation is big or small, the VBP program may be of interest
to you. Call (902)-368-2229 to get a copy of the Producer Manual or pocket
record book, or download it from www.verifiedbeef.org or email
vbp@peicattleproducers.com
The Verified Beef Production™ program is Canada’s beef on-farm food safety
program. It can be a building block for additional beef alliances, or a base
program for animal health management. Call to find out more. It’s simply
practical, industry-sanctioned practices to enhance confidence in Canadian beef.

Atlantic Coordinator’s Message
My name is Amanda Tweedy and I recently took over as the Atlantic Coordinator for the Verified Beef Program. I
look forward to meeting with producers interested in the program and talking to anyone with questions about the
program. I attended the VBP National Coordinators Conference in Calgary AB in June of 2011. I have been in
contact with an auditor whose training will be updated in the near future. When their updated training is complete I
will be contacting those of you who have attended a VBP session and have shown interest in being audited. If you
have attended a training session for VBP in any of the Atlantic Provinces or have completed the training session on
line and would like to be audited, please contact me at the PEI cattle producers at (902)-368-2229.

How to Participate in a Beef Production workshop in Atlantic Canada
Participating in the Verified Beef Production (VBP) program is simple and straightforward.
1. Contact the Prince Edward Island Cattle Producers Phone: (902) 368-2229
Email: vbp@peicattleproducers.com
2. Two hour workshops are scheduled for small or large groups of producers to explain the program basics. There is
no obligation to participate further. Or, you can take the workshop online by calling (902) 368-2229 or
Emailing: vbp@peicattleproducers.com . The online workshops work well with dial up connections.
3. To qualify for registration under the VBP audit program, cow/calf operations must have applicable records for at
least six months; feedlot owners for at least three months.
4. The validation audit takes about 2-4 hours to complete.
5. Producers who successfully meet VBP criteria will be issued an official VBP registration certificate and can
market their operation as “VBP-registered”.
6. Producers can choose to simply implement Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs). If they wish, producers can
move to the VBP registration stage, where their production practices and documentation are audited.
Verified Beef Production workshops now available online
Beef producers across Canada wishing to participate in Canada's Verified Beef Production (VBP) on-farm food
safety program can now complete their workshops online.
VBP is based on internationally recognized food safety standards. The online workshops offer producers the same
information and preparation they would receive at a live workshop, including an overview of the Standard
Operating Procedures (SOPs) that support on-farm food safety, says Terry Grajczyk."This new online workshop
feature is designed to improve VBP workshop access for producers in remote areas and for others who simply
prefer the convenience of online training," she says.
"VBP has made a commitment to provide all Canadian beef producers the opportunity to learn about the food safety
standards that VBP represents and give them the option of participating in the program's on-farm validation
process. And with more and more producers today using the Web as a resource, we feel this online training tool is a
good fit for VBP and its participants."
The VBP online workshop process has been designed to be simple and user-friendly, says Grajczyk. The first step
for participants is to contact Amanda at (902)-368-2229 or by email: vbp@peicattleproducers.com
The online workshop features the same SOPs that are central to the VBP program: animal health management, feed
and water, cattle shipping, pesticide control and manure, and training and communication. Each SOP category
features a cross-check to help participants review the material. When all five categories are completed, information
will automatically appear to allow participants to send their "Notice of Workshop Completion" to the VBP office.
The VBP program fits directly into the management of modern
beef operations of every size and type, says Grajczyk. "VBP is a
voluntary, producer-driven on-farm program designed to
complement food safety programs in meat processing plants and
at the retail level to manage food safety risks across the food
chain," she says.

Partial funding for online training provided by the CFSQP
via Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada.
For more information contact: Amanda Tweedy Atlantic
Verified Beef Production Coordinator
Phone: (902) 368-2229 Email: vbp@peicattleproducers.com

Testimonial from VBP Registered Producers
“This program means that we can take credit for what we’re doing, or be ready if a market requires” - VBP registered
producer "At the end of the day, VBP is a tool that helps us prove to consumers that we're doing what we say we're
doing," says Jason Hagel of Hagel Feeders in Linden, Alberta, a Prairie Heritage producer.
"The cattle that go into the Prairie Heritage system really do not get sick. The procedures of the VBP program have
played a big role in helping us keep the animals healthy without the use of antibiotics."

VBP Benefits

Potentially Funded Items

It’s a program with a very simple goal: To
ensure confidence in Canadian beef across
Canada and around the world. Food safety has
become a major factor in consumer buying
decisions. Good food safety starts on the farm,
and the Verified Beef Production program is
designed to address those concerns.

Beef producers who have participated in a Verified Beef Production
(VBP) workshop may be eligible for equipment purchase assistance
in some provinces. The funding is available from Growing Forward
a federal-provincial cost-shared agreement, depending on details
specific to each province. Examples of equipment that may be
purchased include computer software to track medication
withdrawals, chutes with neck extenders to facilitate neck
injections, scales and digital thermometers. The equipment
available for purchase through Growing Forward is not required to
meet VBP standards, but it can help producers meet those standards
and do their job more effectively.

The overall result is stronger competitiveness
for Canada's beef industry, as food safety
continues to grow as a major factor in consumer
buying decisions.
Benefits for Beef Producers
A VBP-registered operation provides immediate
and long-term benefits for Canadian beef
producers.
Proof of responsible actions
Improve awareness of food safety risks
Readiness should market require it
Improved use of animal health products
Optional: authenticity of 3rd party audit
Take credit for what you're doing
Tool to develop branded products
Basis for training staff/family members
Satisfaction of doing things right
VBP program is recognized by Canadian
Food Inspection Agency.

For producers who have not participated in the VBP program, the
first step to become eligible for the funding is to sign-up to attend a
VBP workshop or take the optional online version.
On-Farm Food Safety Items that may be funded.*
First on-farm registration audit
Animal health software
Scale and/or calibration devices for medicating feed or water
Sharp containers
Chute with neck extension
*This list of optional equipment was
originally developed for the Verified
Beef Production Program; other food
safety equipment may be considered
for eligibility. Funding for the
equipment varies in each province.

*Chute with Neck Extension

allows access for neck
injections and limits side
movement of the animal
once neck extension is
applied.
Funding may vary. Please check with your provincial Growing
Forward delivery agent for potentially funded items in your
province.

